MESSENGER
Data Levels Definitions

Level Proc. Type Data Processing Level Description
1 Raw Data Telemetry data with data embedded.
2 Edited Data Corrected for telemetry errors and split or decommutated into a data set for a given

instrument. Sometimes called Experimental Data Record (EDR). Data are also
tagged with time and location of acquisition. Corresponds to NASA Level 0 data.

3 Calibrated Data Edited data that are still in units produced by instrument, but that have been
corrected so that values are expressed in or are proportional to some physical unit
such as radiance. No resampling, so edited data can be reconstructed. NASA Level
1A.

4 Resampled Data Data that have been resampled in the time or space domains in such a way that
the original edited data cannot be reconstructed. Could be calibrated in addition to
being resampled. NASA Level 1B.

5 Derived Data Derived results, as maps, reports, graphics, etc. NASA Levels 2 through 5.

6 Ancillary Data Non-science data needed to generate calibrated or resampled data sets. Consists
of instrument gains, offsets; pointing information for scan platforms, etc.

7 Correlative Data Other science data needed to interpret space-borne data sets. May include ground-
based data observations such as soil type or ocean buoy measurements of wind
drift.

8 User Description Description of why the data were required, any peculiarities associated with the

data sets, and enough documentation to allow secondary user to extract
information from the data.
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